RAAC Report for 2014
Submitted by Gerald B. Moore, Chair, Roundtable for African-American Concerns

 “It has been my greatest pleasure to serve, first in the capacity as Vice-Chair, and then to be promoted to Chair of this very fine and esteemed section roundtable within the South Carolina Library Association.  It has afforded me the opportunity to plan and co-facilitate with my fellow colleagues in the industry to offer diverse, relevant, timely and historical subjects of interest as well as educational training to minorities in the librarianship profession at summer exchanges and our annual fall conferences. I am thankful for the opportunity that was afforded to me and honored to join the roster of past Chairpersons of this section. I look forward to what the RAAC section contributes to our growth at the next level as the state organization approaches its centennial birthday.”~ Gerald B. Moore, former Chair, Roundtable for African-American Concerns, South Carolina Library Association
As of October 24, 2014, the current officers for the Roundtable for African-American Concerns are: Steven Sims, Chair (Francis Marion University); Jason Broughton, Vice-Chair, (South Carolina State Library) and Valerie Rowe-Jackson (Richland County Public Library), Secretary.
Current Membership (As of October 21, 2014): 41 members

Timetable for RAAC Events in 2014
August 2014 – In May 2014, Gerald B. Moore (Chair) and Steven Sims (Vice-Chair) worked diligently to plan a second colloquium for the Roundtable for African-American Concerns.  The 1st RAAC Colloquium was held back in 2012 and hosted by the Charleston County Public Library.  There were tentative plans to host a colloquium in 2013 but those plans never came to fruition. The 2nd RAAC Colloquium was held at the James A. Rogers Library of Francis Marion University on Friday, August 29, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. This informal meeting for the exchange of ideas featured panel discussions and speaker presentations on ‘Building an African-American Collection that reflects the Diversity of the African-American Experience’; “Being Whole: Maintaining Health and Wellness to be Fit to Serve”; and “Adjusting to Changing Landscapes at Your Library”.  Presenters were Dean Joyce Durant, James A. Rogers Library; Francis Marion University; Linda Becote, former Head of Technical Services, James A. Rogers Library, FMU Retiree; Timothy Brown, RN and Adjunct Clinical Professor, Francis Marion University; Yvonne Davis; Acquisitions Coordinator; James A. Rogers Library, Francis Marion University; and Jason Broughton; Outreach Coordinator/Global Career Development Facilitator, Business & Employer Services Professional, South Carolina State Library.  Approximately 26 library professionals attended the summer colloquium and $365.00 was raised for the Roundtable for African-American Concerns.
SCLA 2014 Wrap – Up

RAAC sponsored along with USC/SLIS Diversity Leadership Group a session on Thursday, October 23, 2014 at the conference a session entitled, “AIDS in the End Zone: The Use of a Graphic Novel as a HIV/AIDS Prevention Tool for Young Adults”.  The sessions featured Dr. Kendra Albright and Dr. Karen Gavigan of the University of South Carolina focusing on a collaboration they had with students in the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice School District and an illustrators to develop an age-appropriate , culturally diverse graphic novel on HIV/AIDS.   The project was based on the premise that students would acquire a greater knowledge of HIV/AIDS after reading the graphic novel.  Participants in the session learned how they could replicate the process of creating a graphic novel in their libraries and schools. The session preceded the annual USC-SLIS Alumni Tea. 
RAAC also co-sponsored the President’s Program (Ed Rock, 2014 SCLA President) which was entitled, “Unearthing the South Carolina Roots of African American Thought”.  Dr. Rhondda Robinson Thomas and Susanna Ashton presented the session on the anthology they edited called, The South Carolina Roots of African American Thought which reveals a tradition of national prominence and influence of black intellectuals, educators, journalists, religious leaders, and policy analysts from South Carolina. These native and adopted citizens mined their experiences to shape their thinking about the state, the nation, and the world.  A book signing followed the presentation.

 This session concluded with a brief RAAC meeting where elections were held and the aforementioned officers named above were elected and/or reinstated. 
