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Our current officers for the Roundtable for African-American Concerns are: Gerald B. Moore (Charleston County Public Library), Chair; Steven Sims, Vice-Chair (Francis Marion University); and Valerie Rowe-Jackson (Richland County Public Library), Secretary.
2013 – With the generous assistance of the University of South Carolina’s School of Library and Information Science Diversity Leadership, RAAC was able to offer a wonderful session at the annual conference in October 2013.

Originally scheduled to feature Dr. Valinda Whitfield, Professor in USC’s History Department and co-author of South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times, the session presenter had to be changed when Dr. Whitfield could not attend due to a death in her family.   Dr. Whitfield was very helpful in securing another presenter for our session.  Ramon M. Jackson, doctoral candidate in the Department of History at USC, was our speaker.   His presentation was entitled, “Bearing Witness: The Columbia, S.C. 63 Civil Rights Project and Columbia’s ‘New’ Civil Rights Story.”  The presentation highlighted the origins of the Columbia S.C. 63 Civil Rights Project, an initiative developed by Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the African American freedom struggle in the Palmetto State, with an emphasis on the events in its capital city.  It was a wonderful presentation.  We look forward to further work with Mr. Jackson.
2014 - Moving forward in the New Year, RAAC is partnering with the Diversity Leadership Group once again to plan and co-sponsor a session for the annual conference in October 2014.   The session, if approved, will need to be schedule to precede the annual USC/SCLIS Alumni Tea. RAAC is also in the tentative stages of planning a second summer colloquium that will provide for a meeting of librarians from the academic, special, school and public sectors.  Details on this event are forthcoming. Stay tuned for dates, times, location as well as registration information.
