
SCLA Board Meeting Notes / Minutes 
September 17, 2025 

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. - Zoom 
FINAL 

 
In Attendance:  
Kelly Jones, Shamella Cromartie, Valerie Byrd Fort, Jonathan Newton, Lea Stapleton, Virginia 
Cononie, Candace Moorer, Angela Craig, Jana Stevenson, Tracey Elvis - Weitzel, Tiffany 
Williams, Paul Dove, Sonaite Debebe-Kumssa, Christine LaLonde, Hannah Broam, Amanda 
Myers, Tucky Taylor, Cambria Sheridan, Christy Allen 
 
Board Meeting: 

●​ Call to Order - 10:03am  
○​ Adopt Agenda - Adopted / Approved unanimously 
○​ Approve Minutes from August Board Meeting - Approved unanimously 

■​ FINAL August Board Meeting Minutes - 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaPaS0stSmHYZGvUdmNZCtkbo
X8FVAB219mc9QtM_Bw/edit?usp=sharing  

 
Executive Committee Reports: 

●​ President’s Report–Kelly Jones 
○​ Kelly will send out a call for committee volunteers soon. 
○​ Requests that Chairs complete a report to review what has been done to share with 

the membership at conference. 
○​ Please set up a meeting time with Kelly if you need to talk with her. 

●​ Conference Report–Shamella Cromartie 
○​ Conference sales are going well ($63,000 so far via the app only) 
○​ Shirt sales are going well. 
○​ Working on a different link for t-shirt sales so that people can purchase separately 

from conference registration 
○​ Hampton Inn room block is sold out 
○​ Additional Hilton Block opening 
○​ Let Shamella know via email if your section/roundtable will need to use one of 

the slots available for the business meetings. There are spaces available on 
Tuesday, October 28th 1:30-2:15pm 

○​ Special guest coming to conference for a Q&A and book sale on Tuesday. Details 
will be announced soon.  

○​ Pre-conference sales are not going well. Waiting until October 1 to make a 
decision about those sessions.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaPaS0stSmHYZGvUdmNZCtkboX8FVAB219mc9QtM_Bw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaPaS0stSmHYZGvUdmNZCtkboX8FVAB219mc9QtM_Bw/edit?usp=sharing


■​ Encourage folks to register for the preconferences - can add 
preconferences only here 
https://whova.com/portal/registration/Shi8G9TfS8CbYfbWgbNK/n1vyyj7b  

■​ Register for conference here https://www.scla.org/conference  
 

●​ Membership Report–Jana Stevenson 
○​ Database is clear (thank you, Amanda Myers).  
○​ Going to send out a call for individual members 

●​ Treasurer’s Report–April Williams (not present - sent via email) 
○​ Look at the report and if you have questions, let April know. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FfvJDVCP9PkAtoBLNMKeNxVAfDtCcNk_/view?usp=sharing  
●​ ALA Councilor Report—Sarah Schroeder (shared via email) 

○​ A special virtual meeting of ALA Council was held on August 27, 2025, and was 
continued on September 3, 2025. 

○​ Council discussed and voted on the following: 
■​ ALA Position Statement Framework developed by the Working Group for 

ALA Societal Statements Guidelines. 
■​ ALA Policy Update Recommendations from the ALA Board for the 

following action items: 
●​ Motion #1: to approve the action request to recommend 

discontinuation of Forums as a sub-group of divisions 
●​ Motion #2: to approve the action request to recommend 

discontinuation of discussion groups as a sub-group of divisions 
●​ Motion #3: to approve the action request to recommend aligning 

all Division Interest Groups as Member-Based 
●​ Motion #4: to approve the action request to recommend aligning 

the elected Round Table officers with ALA elected officers 
●​ Motion #5: to approve the action request to recommend all ALA, 

division, round table and office publications (including books and 
journals) are published by ALA Publishing &amp; Media 

■​ Artificial Intelligence Policy Working Group Update 
●​ Executive Director’s Report–Courtney Waldrup (not present) 

 
Reports: 

●​ SC APLA Report - Tracey Elvis - Weitze 
○​ Meeting on Friday 
○​ Working on Advocacy 

●​ SCASL Report - Virginia Cononie and Valerie Byrd Fort 
○​ Fall Workshops in October 
○​ SCLA members can also register - 

https://sites.google.com/view/fall-workshops/home  

https://whova.com/portal/registration/Shi8G9TfS8CbYfbWgbNK/n1vyyj7b
https://www.scla.org/conference
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FfvJDVCP9PkAtoBLNMKeNxVAfDtCcNk_/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/fall-workshops/home


 
●​ Advocacy - Virginia Cononie and Jonathan Newton 

○​ Please share widely - Share your story - 
https://uscupstate.libguides.com/SCLibraries  

○​ SCASL / SCLA Intellectual Freedom Manual is in the process of being updated 
(for the first time since the late 90s) 

○​ Advocacy would like a table at SCLA  
○​ Thursday, September 18 ProTruth / Freedom to Read SC public meeting - register 

here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/_XIOvKjHTWmHc8mUC6c2bw  
○​ If you have legislators who should be thanked for their work, let the Advocacy 

Committee know and there will be thank you notes / postcards at conference for 
people to sign 

○​ For future thinking - Form Intellectual Freedom Committee 
 

●​ Continuing Education - Lea Stapleton 
○​ Committee meeting soon  
○​ Looking for volunteers / committee members  

●​ Marketing Committee - Sonaite Debebe-Kumssa 
○​ Working on graphics for Whova and special guests.  
○​ Working on making website/ memberclicks more accessible.  

●​ New Member Round Table - Sonaite Debebe-Kumssa (sharing for Jennifer Jean) 
○​ Has recently hosted some brunches with good turnout. Will be sending out a 

survey to see what people want to do at the conference. Jennifer Jean has shared 
manual updates with Tucky Taylor.  

●​ Management Section Chair - Amanda Myers 
○​ Working on a conference panel about leadership.  

●​ Governance - Tucky Taylor 
○​ Bylaws Update: The committee completed a review and update of the 

association’s bylaws. These revisions help ensure that SCLA’s governing structure 
reflects current needs, clarifies responsibilities and supports greater participation 
from members. Revised SCLA Bylaws - 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fTE52yVpUsWFDaiPzyV7Ed-I6u-9cMYS
QQ_unQWZ3uY/edit?tab=t.0 

○​ Handbook Revisions: Work is underway to update the SCLA Handbook, with the 
goal of clarifying duties as well as creating a statement of purpose, a list of duties, 
and a checklist and calendar of responsibility for each position. 

●​ SC Libraries - Cambria Sheridan 
○​ Working on packets for conference about how to publish; will be at conference 

●​ Nominating Committee -  Angela Craig  

https://uscupstate.libguides.com/SCLibraries
https://uscupstate.libguides.com/SCLibraries
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/_XIOvKjHTWmHc8mUC6c2bw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fTE52yVpUsWFDaiPzyV7Ed-I6u-9cMYSQQ_unQWZ3uY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fTE52yVpUsWFDaiPzyV7Ed-I6u-9cMYSQQ_unQWZ3uY/edit?tab=t.0


○​ Has a few candidates for the slate, but would love more. If anyone has nominees 
for First VP, please let Angela know.  The board will vote for the slate via email. 
Be on the lookout for the email.  

●​ Youth Services Section - Christine LaLonde 
○​ First meeting on August 27. Future meetings coming soon.  

●​ Library Marketing and Outreach - Tiffany Williams 
○​ Link to MORT on the SCLA website. https://themortforlibraries.blogspot.com/  
○​ A new post coming out in a couple of weeks.  

●​ Rainbow Roundtable - Hannah Broam 
○​ Meet up at Queer Haven Books during the conference, open to everyone.  
○​ October 29, 6 - 8pm 

●​ Scholarship for Diversity in Librarianship Committee Report - Cathi Mack (not 
present; sent via email) 

○​ The Scholarship for Diversity in Librarianship Committee has been working on 
the Scholarship for Diversity Silent Auction fundraiser during the 2025 SCLA 
Annual Conference at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.  

○​ Silent Auction is Tuesday, October 28, 2025 – Wednesday, October 29, 2025 
○​ If you would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, contact Cathi Mack, 

Scholarship for Diversity in Librarianship Committee Chair. You may submit an 
e-mail to (ccoopermack@scsu.edu) or scan the QR Code on the flyer to make a 
donation. Please include a title, brief description, starting bid, your name and 
contact information as a contributor for each item you donate. Note: Your 
donation does not have to be a basket, You may donate artwork, memorabilia, etc. 

○​ Please have items to Cathi Mack by Friday, October 10. 2025. 
●​ Government Documents Roundtable - Candace Moorer 

○​ Poster session at conference - about how gov publications have gone digital. 
○​ Planning a meet and greet during the conference.  

●​ FOSCL - Paul Dove 
○​ Friends will have a table at the conference.  
○​ Committee members will be staffing the booth 
○​ Reminder that this group is not just for public libraries.  
○​ Thanks the members of the board for their hard work 

●​ RAAC - Shamella Cromartie 
○​ conference luncheon 

●​ SELA - Amber Conger (sent via email) 
○​ Help spread the word about the great things that are happening at libraries across 

the Southeast. The Southeastern Librarian Journal is interested in highlighting 
the latest developments and events occurring in academic, public, school, and 
special libraries throughout the region.  If you’d like to share, please email Blake 

https://themortforlibraries.blogspot.com/


Denton by October 3rd for your news to be published in the next issue. 
Blake.denton@usm.edu 

 
Action Items: 

●​ Award Winners -  Christy Allen 
○​ Received 50 nominations  
○​ If there was a conflict of interest on the awards committee, they did not make a 

recommendation 
○​ Move to approve list of all award winners (recommendation 1) - approved 
○​ Move to approve honorable mentions (recommendation 2) - approved  
○​ Move to approve an honor for Rick Moul (recommendation 3) - approved  

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:22am  
 
Submitted by VBF 
SCLA Secretary  
September 17, 2025 


