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Give your local writers a place to come try 
their hand at creativity with writing

How can we help them?
• Nurture local writing talent

• Identify, prompt, coach

• Harness local writing talent

• Challenge, share, critique

• Showcase local writing talent

• Provide opportunities for exposure, publishing, 
awards



Determine what kind of assistance 

is needed…

• Brainstorming

• Writing exercises

• Editing sessions

• Grammar lessons revisited

• Descriptions of various jobs and situations for 
believability



Major benefits:
• Networking with other writers

• “Testing” out writing by sharing and receiving 
constructive critiques and feedback

• Opportunities to attend local and regional programs 
with authors as speakers

• Time to ask questions about writing process, 
inspiration, ideas, business questions and publishing 
tips



Resources

• Reference books

• Dictionary and Thesaurus – dictionary.com or Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/

• Visuwords https://visuwords.com/

• The Elements of Style by William Strunk original ebook online through Project Gutenberg 

• Grammar Girl’s Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing by Mignon Fogarty  

https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl

• The Penguin Guide to Punctuation

• Wordcounter https://wordcounter.com/

• Ranks frequently used words



Visuwords



Resources continued…
• Books

• Stephen King’s “On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft”

• David Baldacci on what to write about “Wish You Well” essay

https://davidbaldacci.com/book/wish-you-well/

• The Writing Life: Writers On How They Think And Work by Marie Arana

• Plot & Structure: Techniques and Exercises for Crafting a Plot that Grips 

Readers from Start to Finish by James Scott Bell

• How to Write Bestselling Fiction by Dean Koontz

• Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Ann Lamott

• Magazines

• Writer’s Digest





• The Write Life https://thewritelife.com/

• Advanced Fiction Writing https://www.advancedfictionwriting.com/

• Pro Writing Aid https://prowritingaid.com/art/387/Six-Tried-and-Tested-Methods-for-Writing-a-

Novel.aspx

• Apps

• Evernote – Creative Writing https://evernote.com/templates

• Online self-publishers

• Scrivener https://www.literatureandlatte.com/

• Createspace https://www.createspace.com/

• Biblioboard/Press Books/Self-e https://biblioboard.com/

• Smashwords https://www.smashwords.com/

• Format and distribute ebooks. Buy and sell ebooks.

• Draft2digital https://www.draft2digital.com

• Kindle Direct Publishing Program https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/

• Publishers 

• https://www.janefriedman.com/key-book-publishing-path/

About writing online





About writing online

• Blogs/Newsletters https://hotsheetpub.com/

• Daily Writing Tips by Mark Nichol https://www.dailywritingtips.com/tools-for-authors/

• National Novel Writing Month: NANOWRIMO https://nanowrimo.org/

• Marketing

• Website creation through free ‘Wordpress’

• Mail Chimp Marketing automation platform

• For maintaining email list of fans, clients

• Canva https://www.canva.com/

• For creating flyers and promotional materials





• Other aspects of running a writing group to consider?

• Do you have the time to devote to creating a unique writing program once per 
week or once per month?

• It’s a good idea to plan 3-6 months in advance in order to publicize, schedule 
potential author speakers and other speakers who can provide related 
information

• Are you a good facilitator of meetings, especially when some participants may 
be difficult to manage regarding the amount of talking and attention they 
require

• Determine if you have interested patrons

• Determine the best date and time

• Advertise with social media, flyers, website event calendars, newspapers, radio 
and word of mouth

• Plan programs ahead

Who is thinking about starting a group but has no 
clue?
How do you start a writing group?



Writing genres

Flash Fiction

Short Stories

Prompt writing from words or 

pictures

Writer sample readings & critiques

Writing blogs

Songwriting

Writing Poetry

Writing Non-Fiction

Writing children’s stories

Book cover art

Writing and illustrating graphic 

novels

Character development in writing

Setting and time in writing

Plotting and outline

Traditional publishing vs self-

publishing

Do you need an agent?

Social media for writers

Managing your writing business

Online resources for writers

Possible program topics



Possible speakers
• Local university professors in English or Creative Writing

• Local journalists who can discuss descriptive writing

• Local law enforcement who can talk about police procedure

• Professionals who can give details about procedures or descriptions in their 

professions to add to believability

• Local authors





Contact Us:

Terry Elsey, Inman Library

P: 864.472.8363

terrye@infodepot.org

Chris Rogers, Middle Tyger Library

P: 864.439.4759

chrisr@infodepot.org


